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December Newsletter

Seasons Greetings!  As the chilly weather sets in, we are in the mist of another exciting winter season of sports and programs.  Over 275 kids, from grades K-8th, are currently involved with our Youth Basketball program.  Each of the 32 teams have been having fun and working hard on strengthening their basketball skills.  This year, all games on all levels are being played at the Junior High School, which is packed with supportive spectators every Saturday from 8:30-6:30.

We received a nice turnout with our Sunday Adult Basketball league as well, as a total of 18 teams are competing to take the top spot in either the Recreation or Competitive League.  The Thursday night Ladies Competitive Volleyball League has also gotten underway with 9 teams bumping, setting, and spiking their way through the early part of the season.  Unfortunately, we were unable to form a Co-Ed Volleyball League as there was simply not enough interest.  Hopefully this will change in the years to come.

While participation numbers in our Zumba fitness classes have been on the rise in the past several weeks, we are also pleased to announce the Civic Center has been put to good use with the monthly scrapbooking class that is being offered.  Instructor Cathy Roy has received great feedback on the class and is excited at the great response.  

Debbie Kafer will soon start working with us on a monthly basis offering quite the unique experience.  Debbie is trained in the arts of feng shui, yoga, dream interpretation, and handwriting analysis.  She currently hosts these successful classes in Gibson City and will be beginning serving Paxton in January.  

Thank you to all of those who came out and supported our recent Breakfast with Santa event.  The kids seemed to have a good time hanging out with Santa and doing some Christmas coloring.  A few lucky kids even won some raffle prizes.  We generously received $184 in donations at the breakfast, which was then donated to the PBL Food Pantry.

As one might expect, the big news around here has been the Park District’s attempt to rejuvenate the Paxton Community Sale.  The amount of coordination involved cannot be understated, but we are confident that the sale will be a great success and once again become one of those “can’t miss” events that puts Paxton on the map around Central Illinois and beyond.  Finding volunteers to help with this undertaking is crucial. We greatly appreciate any expressed interest to help out during the days leading up to the sale and on the sale date itself.  

Concerns about both the date (April 7th) and the site (Coady Park) of the Community Sale have been floating around.  The date was selected to avoid conflicts with competing sales around the area, so mark your calendars from here on out for the first Saturday every April.  Our site, Coady Park, provides ample space for everyone and everything involved.  While no longer uptown as was customary, we believe that the grounds of Coady Park present an equally effective alternative.  We understand that anytime change(s) take place, one may feel a bit leery.  Some think it may not be as successful.  Others believe that it will flourish.  No matter the perception, only time will tell.  A little bit of backlash was to be expected but we are very much excited about creating this opportunity.  We look forward to promoting the sale right up until the big day arrives and making sure the Paxton Community Sale is a great success.

So as 2012 approaches, join us as we eagerly anticipate the many quality, fun filled activities and programs that we will have in store.  Happy New Year!    
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